
SisterSong 2nd Annual National Membership Meeting 
 

The Magic of Sisterhood: 
Collective Movement, Collective Strength 

October 15 – 16, 2005 

Holiday Inn-Bay Bridge 
Oakland, CA 

 
Saturday, October 15, 2005 
 
9:00 AM - 9:30 AM Welcome/Opening (Top of the Bay) 

Blessing: Lisa Charley  
Spoken Word Performers: Aimee Suzara and Lolan Sevilla 

 
9:30 AM - 10:00 AM Self-Help: The Art Of Telling Your Story - Check-In (Top of the 

Bay) 
Laura Jimenez, Dominican Women’s Development Center, Self-
Help Dyads 

 
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM Opening Plenary (Top of the Bay)– Sharing Your Magic: 

Sustaining Women of Color Organizations – Facilitator: Toni 
Bond, SisterSong Board President   
 What is SisterSong? 

Loretta Ross, SisterSong National Coordinator 
 The Goose Story – Supporting Each Other 

Luz Rodriguez, The Foundation Center 
 Sustainable Activism 

Eveline Shen, Asian Communities for Reproductive Justice  
 Using Spirit to Strengthen our Organizations 

Lisa Charley 
 

11:00 AM - 11:15 AM Open Mic (Top of the Bay)– Facilitator:  
 
 

11:15 AM - 11:30 AM BREAK 
 

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM Workshops – Issues Track 
 The Politics of Childbirth & Midwifery: Choices For 

Birthing (Uranium Room) 
Alice Skenadore, Wise Women’s Gathering Place 

 Genetics and Justice: Implications of Reproductive and 
Genetic Technologies on Women of Color 
(Top of the Bay West) 
Patty Berne, Emily Galpern, and Osagie Obasogie, Center for 
Genetics & Society 

 Courts & Reproductive Justice: Judicial Appointments, 
Hyde Amendment, and Communities of Color 
(Top of the Bay East) 
Rocio Cordoba, California Latinas for Reproductive Justice 
Lourdes Rivera, National Health Law Program 

 Denying Prescriptions: Pharmacy Access & Women of 
Color (Copper Room) 
Belle Taylor McGhee, Pharmacy Access Project 

 Transgender Health Care Access (Silver Room) 



Willy Wilkinson, Transgender Law Center Health Care Access 
Project 

 Youth Organizing for Reproductive Justice (Gold Room) 
La’Tasha Mayes, New Voices for Reproductive Justice Pittsburgh 
Christi Ketchum, Project South 
 

1:00 PM - 2:15 PM LUNCH (On your own) 
 

2:15 PM - 4:00 PM Workshops – Capacity-Building Track 
 Capacity-Building  and Creating Women Of Color 

Organizations (Uranium Room) 
Toni Bond, African American Women Evolving 

 Demystifying Conflict: Dealing with Sister Sucker Punches 
(Copper Room) 
Merina Sapolu, Kokua Kalihi Valley Comprehensive Family 
Services 
Nkenge Toure, In Our Voices, WPFW Radio 

 Framing Our Issues For Success (Top of the Bay East) 
Kirsten Moore, Reproductive Health Technologies Project 
Eveline Shen, Asian Communities for Reproductive Justice 

 Fundraising Planning (Top of the Bay West) 
Luz Rodriguez, The Foundation Center 

 Health Policy & Advocacy: Researching Your Community’s 
Needs (Silver Room) 
Crystal Crawford, California Black Women’s Health Project 
Shawna Larson and Vi Waghiyi, Alaska Community Action on 
Toxics 

 Sustaining Our Organizations: Using Self-Help to Heal the 
Healers (Gold Room) 
Laura Jimenez, Dominican Women’s Development Center 
Dayanara Marte, Casa Atabex Ache 

 
4:00 PM  - 4:15 PM BREAK 

 

4:15 PM  - 5:15 PM Afternoon Plenary – Growing SisterSong (Convention Center)  
Facilitator: Rocio Cordoba, California Latinas for Reproductive 
Justice 
 Organizing & Mobilizing 

Loretta Ross, SisterSong 
Eveline Shen, Asian Communities for Reproductive Justice 

 Membership: Needs and Benefits 
Titilayo Ihesinachi, SisterSong 
Nitrice Johnson, African American Women Evolving 

 MentorNet 
Antoinette Barnes, SisterLove, Inc.  
 

5:15 PM - 6:00 PM  Intersectionality of Reproductive Justice Issues (Convention 
Center) 
Leni Marin, Family Violence Prevention Center 
Andrea Smith, INCITE! 
Shawna Larson, ACAT 

 
6:00 PM - 6:30 PM Open Mic (Convention Center)– Facilitator: Lynn Roberts, Hunter 

College Urban Public Health Program 
 

6:30 PM - 8:00 PM DINNER (On your own) 
 

8:00 PM - 11:00 PM The Art Of Self-Healing: An Evening Of SisterSong Exquisite 



Care 
 Crafting (Registration Area) 

Juanita Williams, Project AZUKA 
 Self-Help Support Group (Room)* 
 SSEX Party (Safer Sex through Educational Experiences) 

& Healthy Love Party (Room) 
African American Women Evolving 
Juanita Williams, Project AZUKA 

 Yoga (Room)* 
*Tentative 
 

 
 
Sunday, October 16, 2005 
 
9:00 AM - 9:20 AM Check-In (Top of the Bay) 

 
9:20 AM - 11:00 AM Membership Voting Issues (Top of the Bay)– Toni Bond, 

SisterSong Board President, Facilitator 
 Federation Structure 
 Transition of Management Circle into a Board of 

Directors 
 Ratification of the Management Circle as a Board of 

Directors 
 Membership Representative on the Management Circle 
 Ratification of SisterSong By-laws 
 

11:00 AM - 11:45 AM Open Mic (Top of the Bay)– Facilitator: Lourdes Rivera, National 
Health Law Program 
 

11:45 AM - 12:00 PM Closing (Top of the Bay) 
 

 


